SIR   MOHAMMAD   IQBAL
Desire is the noose for hunting ideals,
A binder of the book of deeds.
Negation of desire is death to the living.1
Life is the hunter and desire the snare,
Desire is Love's message to beauty.*
Iqbal cannot be here advocating the indulgence of any and every
desire. For he preaches duty to God, and the desires naturally
must conform to this duty. Only to counteract the teaching of
other-worldliness and the escape from things material, must he
have been glorifying desire so much. Self-affirmation is possible
only through our acting for the satisfaction of desires. And it is
only for the satisfaction of desires that matter is appropriated
and made part of self.
Self-affirmation brings not-self to light.
Iqbal, like Nietzsche, inveighs against the doctrine of self-
negation as invented by the subject races of mankind in order
to tame down the strong ruling races. True, the doctrine self-
negation in some of its forms is false, and produced disastrous
consequences. But the doctrine of self-affirmation too, if it means
aggression and aggrandizement, will lead to equally disastrous
consequences. Examples need not be given now when the world
is passing through one of the most evil times. Had Iqbal been
living now, he would have toned down his utterances. Even if
the wreaker races, with all their burden of poverty and misery,
are not able to assert themselves; in the division of the spoils
of aggression, the stronger races are sure to fall out, fight and
perish. It is in principle impossible for them to come to an under-
standing in that division; for aggression is the principle which
will be applied by them to each other, just as much as they
applied it to the weaker races. And how that aggression can ever
be love is beyond our comprehension. The sword of aggression
produces always a double effect: it strikes both the striker and
the struck. And though IqbaTs language lends itself to this inter-
pretation, he could not have meant it. He wanted to preach a
(doctrine which would counterbalance the evil effects of the
doctrine of self-negation, and so overstressed certain points. For
we should not forget that the Superman of Iqbal, like the one
of Aurobindo Ghose, is a self-ruler and not an egotist. And unless
he is an egotist, he cannot really be a tyrant. The Superman is
' The Secrets of the Self, p. 24.                      > Ibid., p. 61.
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